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UN Secretary-General's message for the International Day of Older
Persons (1 October every year)

The UN General Assembly proclaimed the 1st of October of every
year as the International Day of Older Persons. The theme of the

2015 International Day of Older Persons is: Sustainability and Age

Inclusiveness in the Urban Environment.
Below is the UN Secretary-General's 2015 message to commemorate the International Day.

On the 25th anniversary of the International Day of Older Persons, we recognize that older
persons are an enormous asset to society and make a significant contribution to global

development.

On September 25 at United Nations Headquarters in New York, Heads of State and
governments committed themselves to building a sustainable world where no one, regardless of
their age or gender, is left behind. In implementing the newly adopted 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, we must account for the demographic changes of the next 15 years.

These will have a direct bearing on the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Rapid population ageing and urbanization will increasingly shape our societies. The number of
people aged 60 years and above living in cities is projected to grow to more than 900 million by

2050. This will comprise a quarter of the total urban population in developing countries.

The theme of this year’s International Day of Older Persons -- “Sustainability and age
inclusiveness in the urban environment” -- highlights the need to make cities inclusive for people
of all ages. The United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development

(Habitat 111) to be held in Quito in October 2016 offers an opportunity to advance this effort.



Making cities inclusive of older persons means generating opportunities for their economic and
social participation in accessible and safe environments. It also means providing affordable

housing as well as the health and social services needed to support ageing in place.

On this International Day of Older Persons, | call on Governments to make cities and human

settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable so that no one - of any age - is left behind.

Ban Ki-moon
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Ageing  Social Policy and Development Division

In 2050, nearly 1 in 5 people
in developingcountries
\Wwill be over 60

B .
W

25th International Day of Older Persons: Sustainability and Age Inclusiveness in the
Urban Environment

The 2015 celebration of the 25th anniversary of International Day of Older Persons (IDOP),
in anticipation of the third United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban
Development (Habitat 111) to be held in 2016, will focus not only on the impact of the new
urban environment on older persons, but also the impact of older persons on the new urban

environment.

Already, the move of people worldwide to cities is happening at a record pace, with 6 out of
every 10 people in the world expected to reside in urban areas by 2030. Consistent with the
phenomenon of urbanization, the number of older persons is increasing most rapidly in
urban areas of developing countries. The combined effect of both phenomena means that
the number of people over 60 living in cities may grow to over 900 million by 2050 — making

up a quarter of the total urban population in developing countries .

In principle, these trends offer older persons prospects for improving their quality of life. Well
planned cities are more likely to provide income generating and education opportunities, in
addition to housing and urban environments that are more accessible and safe for older
persons, including the incorporation of age-friendly features in public facilities. This includes
access to affordable, reliable, safe and physically accessible transportation, which is one of

the cornerstones of older persons’ participation, independence and social inclusion.



The 2015 IDOP celebration seeks to demonstrate that an age inclusive agenda is crucial for sustainable

urban environments to promote equity, welfare and shared prosperity for all.

International Day of Older Persons

The United Nations' (UN) International Day of Older Persons is celebrated
annually on October 1 to recognize the contributions of older persons and
to examine issues that affect their lives.

The International Day of Older Persons is a special day for senior citizens worldwide.The
International Day of Older Persons is a special day for senior citizens
worldwide.©iStockphoto.com/digitalskillet

What Do People Do?

International Day of Older Persons is a special day for older persons
or senior citizens all over the world. In many countries, politicians

make speeches, particularly those responsible for government

departments that focus on senior citizens, at this time of the year.
Some radios, televisions or newspapers publish interviews with senior citizens on various

issues such as achievements they made to create a better society.

Other activities surrounding this day include: displays of promotional material on the
International Day of Older Persons in schools, tertiary institutions, office buildings and public
notice boards; media announcements on the day and activities that promote older persons;
and inter-generational cooperation on voluntary activities focused on the environment,

health, education or community services.

The World Health Organization (WHO), which is the UN’s directing and coordinating
authority for health related issues, and other groups have been actively involved in
promoting public awareness and attention on the International Day of Older Persons.
Discussions are centered on topics such as: ageing populations and the provision of
adequate healthcare for aged persons; volunteer work; social care; and ways to be more
inclusive of older persons in the workforce.



Public Life

The International Day of Older Persons is a global observance and not a public holiday.

Background

On December 14, 1990, the UN General Assembly made October 1 as the International Day
of Older Persons, following up on initiatives such as the Vienna International Plan of Action
on Ageing, which was adopted by the 1982 World Assembly on Ageing and endorsed later
that year by the assembly. The International Day of Older Persons was observed for the first
time throughout the world on October 1, 1991.

In 1991 the UN General Assembly adopted the United Nations Principles for Older Persons.
In 2002 the second World Assembly on Ageing adopted the Madrid International Plan of
Action on Ageing to respond to the opportunities and challenges of population ageing in the
21st century and to promote the development of a society for all ages.

Symbols

The WHO logo is often seen on promotional material for the International Day of Older
Persons. The logo is often featured in the color white on a mid-blue background. It shows a
stereographic projection of the earth centered on the North Pole under a serpent coiled
around a staff. Two ears of wheat “cradle” the image. The projection symbolizes the global
nature of the organization, while the serpent and staff are known to symbolize medical help
and knowledge. Images of older people from different cultures and backgrounds around the
world have been also used in UN promotional tools for the International Day of Older

Persons.
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